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Overview



1. Who initiated the project?
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Stiftung Wälder für Morgen - Forests for Tomorrow

• 2.500 ha in the north-east of Germany (62% forest, 38% open fields with
grassland, farmland, peatlands, lakes and other wetlands)

• First recipient of sites belonging to the National Natural Heritage Germany

• General focus: Human and Nature

CEO:
Dr. Martin Schmitt-Beaucamp

Project manager
Alexa Beaucamp
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Gymnasium Carolinum Neustrelitz 
• 1100 students and 90 teachers
• one of the biggest secondary schools in Mecklenburg-

Western Pommerania

• Headmaster: 
Henry Tesch 



13.07.2022 7



2. What is the main project idea?
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Students take over 
stewardship and 
responsibility for 
field‘s sustainable 
management and 

development

The foundation provides 
about 1000 ha as „school 
forest“ for the high school

Students can be 
involved in research 

projects or initiate their 
own projects related to 
the school forest areas

Project idea

Feeling of stewardship,
increasing student‘s 

interest for ecosystems 
and its diverse 

functions

Long term cooperation
between the foundation 

and the high school

In the long term, the 
project can be 

intergrated into 
various school 

subjects (biology, 
chemistry, arts, IT...)

Holisitic 
understanding of the 

importance of 
terrestrial ecosystems 
and their role in times 

of climate change 

First experience with 
research, practical 
implementation, 

innovative technology 
and communication
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Who are (potential) project partners?

13.07.2022 Alexa Beaucamp, Stiftung Wälder für Morgen 11



3. What happened so far? 
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Interactive workshop

• CO2 sequestration 
potential of trees

• Climate resilience of mixed 
forests 

• Scientific work in forest 
sciences: creation of a 
long-term monitoring area

• Handout + school forest 
student ID

Presentation

• Introduction of the 
long-term project

• Functions of forests
• Introduction to 

climate change
• Interconnection 

between forests 
and climate change

Excursion

• Collection of 
measurements 
(tree height, 
diameter, etc) 

• Assessment of 
sequestered CO2 
by individual trees 
and forest area

• Interactive quiz

Project “Schulwald Carolinum“

COVID-19 plan B: online interactions and hygiene concept for excursions

Final workshop

• Presentation 
of results

• Presentation 
of individual 
project ideas

• Next steps of 
the long-term 
project

• Feedback
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Excursion to the school forest
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Schulwald ID

Name: Max Mustermann

Class: 9/6

School forest: Wesenberg
Monitoring area WES_001

Project in subject: Biology

Title: „Soil quality in the school forest
Wesenberg“

I have responsibility for tree(s): ........

Visits of my tree/the school forest area: 

Date Comments With ... Other

30.01.2021 Windthrow, bark
beetle calamity

Friend, 
grandfather
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“I definitely want to care for my tree and the rest of the forest. I also 
like it that we will build fences to protect small seedlings and that we 
will build boxes for jays. And I definitely want to continue taking part 

in the project, also once my 9th grade is over. I want to participate 
also in my 10th grade and until my graduation and even longer if that 
is possible. I somehow want to stay connected to this project. I have 

learned so many new things and I hope this is not over, yet!” 

Student from intervention group 3
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4. What is the role of Marteloscopes?
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Learning about and using integrative forest management with
students

→ creation of several Marteloscopes

EFI (2013)



5. What are the next steps and goals?
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Future projects...

... incorporate different types of ecosystems.
... focus on climate change and biodiversity. 

... are interdisciplinary; students are encouraged to be creative.
...connect practical implementation with research, education, innovative technology and 

communication. 

21
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Increasing the (climate) resilience of forests with students

→ Transforming pine monocultures into mixed, uneven-aged, climate resilient forests



23Figure from Pretzsch (2019), pages 79, 180, 227 

What will happen in the school forest stand Wesenberg? 

13.07.2022
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→ „Soil friendly“ removal of trees
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→ Fire management in times of climate change
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Protecting biodiversity with students on flowering fields and 
permanent grassland
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Restoring a lake and diving for nature protection with students
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Integrating the project activities and content into student`s curriculum
of different subjects
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Conducting scientific research projects with students

→Creation of permanent obervation sites and regular data collection
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→ Using innovative measurement tools
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→ Development of a self programmed data bank
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→ Assessment and evaluation of self sampled data
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→ Research in collaboration with universities and research 
institutes

EFI (2013)

• Provision of ecosystem services, carbon dynamics

• Climate change adaptation, resistance and resilience of forests

• Comparison of different harvesting, thinning, regeneration methods

• Effect of project on students, visitors, project partners, etc. 

• Active integration of students in the research projects based on the 
principle of citizen science



13.07.2022 Alexa Beaucamp, Stiftung Wälder für Morgen 34

Supporting public relations and interdisciplinary exchange with
students

→ Presentation of projects through digital guides, educational hiking tracks, ...
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→ Programming a school forest website
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Thank you!



6. Questions?
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