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Why is the Future EU Regulation on Forest 
Monitoring Needed? 

FinlandSweden



Why is the Future EU Regulation on Forest 
Monitoring Needed? 

Omission of small forest disturbances in earlier years



Why is the Future EU Regulation on Forest 
Monitoring Needed? 

Misattribution of natural disturbances as being harvest

Processionary 
moth in Spain

Windthrow in 
Germany and Poland

Bark Beetle in 
Central Europe



Climate-Smart Forest Management



What should be the Main Objectives                      
in Forest Monitoring?



Biodiversity Assessments

Remote Sensing

Bioacoustics

DNA 

metabarcoding



Biodiversity Assessments



FORWARDS: The ForestWard Observatory
to Secure Resilience of European Forests



FORWARDS’ three main components: 

• 1) Environmental monitoring of forests: Using several different 

measurement methods in environmental monitoring, the project will 

investigate how European forests are affected by climate change;

• 2) Guidance in forest management: Develop science-based 

knowledge that provides guidance on how landowners manage their 

forests in a climate-smart way and also how ecosystems can be 

restored and biodiversity preserved; 

• 3) Consideration of societal perspectives: Engage both forest 

stakeholders and the public in decision-making processes related to 

the forest.



Environmental monitoring of forests

• Network of Supersites

• Novel methods for 

forest disturbance

characterization



Climate-smart forestry, ecosystem restoration, 
and biodiversity preservation (CSF & Restoration)

• Spatially explicit projections on forests 

• Evaluate synergies and trade-offs of conversion and 

restoration activities

• Good practice guidance on effective CSF & Restoration 

management 



Consideration of societal perspectives

• The ForestWard Observatory will be constructed under the 

principle of co-design 

• Engage both forest stakeholders and the public in decision-

making processes related to the forest



Grants to Third Parties

• 50 grants of 

€150k each

• Non-FORWARDS 

partners are 

eligible
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