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Background - Forests & 
Forestry in Ireland



Development Context

• Forest Strategy 2030 and Vision 2050
➢Both the strategy and vision underpin the Forestry Programme

➢The Forestry Programme is the main implementation vehicle in the immediate 

term

• Forest Expansion Creation 
➢ Strong focus on increasing low levels of afforestation 

➢ Need to expand area of native forests, higher premiums and supports

➢ More diverse commercial forests

➢ Agroforestry

•  Existing Forests 
➢ Emphasis on restoring existing native woodlands

➢ Provide better access for communities, through public lands and 

“neighbourwoods”

➢ Supports for existing forest owners

• Forest Management 
➢ More emphasis on continuous cover forestry

➢Increased focus on management plans 
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• The €1.3bn funded Forestry Programme 2023-2027 is the largest 

investment in tree-planting to date in Ireland

• It is ambitious and aims to increase forest cover whilst also delivering 

ecosystem services with environmental and climate benefits

• Target of 8,000ha per annum broken down by 12 forest types

• Significantly increased grant & premium rates (between 46% & 66%) 

• Designed to incentivise farmers to engage as an additional income 

stream and diversification option. 

• Reflected by increased premiums to 20 years for farmers

Forestry Programme 2023-2027  
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• Element 1: Thinning and Tending 

• Element 2: Agroforestry Maintenance

• Element 3:Continuous Cover  Forestry

• Element 4: Coppice and Coppice with Standards

• Element 5: Seed Stand Management 

Supports For existing Forests: Woodland 
Improvement Scheme (WIS)
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• This Scheme will provide funding for conversion of existing forests to 
Continuous Cover Forestry (CCF) over a 12 year transitional period.

• The scheme is available to private forest owners who wish to pursue 
transformation from the conventional clearfell/replant silvicultural 
system, to CCF. 

• Production should concentrate on growing high quality logs, usually 
produced from very large trees. 

• The understory must be managed to provide space to promote 
natural regeneration.

Element 3: Continuous Cover Forestry



The Teagasc Forestry Development Department 
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Irish forests history: from deforestation to reforestation                
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808,848 ha or 

11.6% of the total land area of Ireland 



Irish forestry current evolution                 
▪ Growing interest amongst forest owners and 

foresters on integrated management options 

▪ Hands-on owners with high level of engagement 

▪ Production, personal satisfaction, biodiversity and 
legacy mix

▪ National and European policy is increasingly 
promoting integrated management 

▪ Successful roll out of the DAFM CCF and NW 
schemes

▪ Opportunity to diversify 
management  but also to foster a 
new farm-forest culture

▪ Recognised training-need for 
owners, foresters and 
contractors
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Teagasc close-to-nature 
     “marteloscope” workshops  
 
▪ 10 workshops per year with over 100 participants each year 

▪ Each workshop 10/12 participants  

▪ Content and the level of interaction tailored to each user 

▪ All day workshops: 

▪ To Inform on different forest management scenarios

▪ To practice the key skill of selecting trees by their quality-vigour and 
biodiversity value 

▪ To demonstrate in practice integrated management potential

▪ To allow for peer to peer learning,discussion and shring experiences and 
ideas
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Teagasc Free online training on

  close-to-nature management 
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▪ 8 weeks online programme: facilitation-style 

virtual meetings, video tutorials and 

interactive exercises 

▪ The video tutorials allows participants to 

join in remotely in the comfort of their home 

and explore  the subject matter

▪ FOREST MOOC FOR CHANGE: free 

interactive  online course on close to 

nature management  

▪ Over 12000 participants in 3 languages 

in the last 2 years



Transformation case studies: 
Helen and Liam Bresnan
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VISUAL forest survey and IBP testing in Ireland  
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National demonstration events: 

 Betty and Jonathan Sykes forest transformation 
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Woodland festivals   
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Diverse markets for diverse forests 
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Concluding remarks

17

▪ Growing interest amongst forest owners in the benefit of integrative 
management 

▪ National and European policy is increasingly promoting close to nature 
management for resilience 

▪ Need to target resources towards greater stakeholder engagement for 
collective learning and ideas sharing

▪ Focus on fostering, documenting and communicating case studies 
progress

▪ Large scale programme of developing and maintaining communication 
flows between all stakeholders towards new integrated management 
systems

▪ Collaborative and adaptive approach: co-creating forest transformation 
between practice, research and policy
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Thank you for your attention  
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