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Transforming private plantations to diverse multifunctional
forests through close-to-nature management

Jonathan Spazzi, Teagasc Forestry Development Officer, Clare, Limerick and North Kerry
Dermot Dunphy, Forest Sector development, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine
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Figure 8. Map of forest cover in Ireland, 2022,

OF ROUNDWOOD
USED IN PLACE OF
CONCRETE/STEEL

. ‘ ) of CO2eq
R g T ) SRR B I e : ol L
» “f@"? o c’-i@"v d,,ogv""&-«:\‘“’ <« u,:d‘o o \,.o’ﬁ? & v F \_}\‘v”v lg"’ ¥ L\‘,ﬁ\’Q i‘w‘e‘@ Q.a(" 96@ Q,G'"é\ 5@‘4@" BOV.IE/ forestry = SV |
e =+

of




Development Context

e Forest Strategy 2030 and Vision 2050

»Both the strategy and vision underpin the Forestry Programme

»The Forestry Programme is the main implementation vehicle in the immediate
term

, * Forest Expansion Creation
SMIRELAND’S » Strong focus on increasing low levels of afforestation

‘e FOREST » Need to expand area of native forests, higher premiums and supports
» More diverse commercial forests
# STRATEGY

» Agroforestr
i 2023-2080 A J y

by

- Existing Forests

» Emphasis on restoring existing native woodlands

» Provide better access for communities, through public lands and
“neighbourwoods”

» Supports for existing forest owners

- Forest Management

» More emphasis on continuous cover forestry
»Increased focus on management plans




Forestry Programme 2023-2027

The €1.3bn funded Forestry Programme 2023-2027 is the largest
investment in tree-planting to date in Ireland

It is ambitious and aims to increase forest cover whilst also delivering
ecosystem services with environmental and climate benefits

» Target of 8,000ha per annum broken down by 12 forest types
 Significantly increased grant & premium rates (between 46% & 66%)

» Designed to incentivise farmers to engage as an additional income
stream and diversification option.

Reflected by increased premiums to 20 years for farmers
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Supports For existing Forests: Woodland
Improvement Scheme (WIS)
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ement 1: Thinning and Tending

ement 2: Agroforestry Maintenance

ement 3:Continuous Cover Forestry

ement 4: Coppice and Coppice with Standards
ement 5: Seed Stand Management




Element 3: Continuous Cover Forestry

 This Scheme will provide funding for conversion of existing forests to
Continuous Cover Forestry (CCF) over a 12 year transitional period.

* The scheme Is available to private forest owners who wish to pursue
transformation from the conventional clearfell/replant silvicultural
system, to CCFK.

 Production should concentrate on growing high quality logs, usually
produced from very large trees.

* The understory must be managed to provide space to promote
natural regeneration.
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Irish forests history: from deforestation to reforestation
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Ireland’s Forest Strategy
Implementation Plan

Draft for public consultation

Growing interest amongst forest owners and
foresters on integrated management options

Hands-on owners with high level of engagement

Production, personal satisfaction, biodiversity and
legacy mix

National and European policy is increasingly
promoting integrated management

Successful roll out of the DAFM CCF and NW
schemes
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: 2 . I C ) Development Department provides independent advice, training and research
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.3 #-¥r s L aka ﬁ ; Welcome to this edition of Teagasc Forestry e-News.
. a8 9 For further information and to express interest in attending futurc i this a-newsletter, we invite you to our nationwide series of Spring Forest Walks starting next

Jonathan Spazzi, Forestry Adviser with Teagasc. Thursday

We also make you aware that we are now in the main wildfire risk season.
This event is organised by the Forestry Development Department

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

| Spring Forest Walks

Main house
Car park
- Coffee shop
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(y) FOREST

MOOC FOR CHANGE

MASSIVE OPEN ONLINE COURSE FOR FOREST RESILIENCE

NEW SESSION

From October 14 to December 31, 2024

forestmoocforchange.eu

SRR Y

8 weeks online programme: facilitation-style
virtual meetings, video tutorials and
Interactive exercises

The video tutorials allows participants to
join in remotely in the comfort of their home
and explore the subject matter
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How to use the Index
of Biodiversity Potential (IBP)?
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From the IBP to practical recommendations - a common thread:
habitat diversity and continuity

have highly dive

ensuring ti cont

Example of an I8P survey in a stand

D y

Native trew ipocan Seek to encourage the diver.

Sysity of native tree species,

which is fairly low here:
conserve secondary species
that establish themselves
naturally in the understarey,
in gaps and on forest edges.

The number of large dead
trees on the ground here is
favourable for biodiversey.

= they are ako dverse (in
terms of their decay stages,
species, etc.), they can
support a wide vanety of
species.

Forderuus
apen aresm

Large bying
deadwoad

Lasrving micsuhabl ae
bewring I

iy g Iving trees

n habitats to be favour:

et by |
d. By

possible

Continuity in time
During the course of manage-
ment operations, ensure that
this diversity of tree species is
conserved or encouraged, for
eample by giving instruc
tions to logging operators
andfor by including native
tree species in regeneration
operations.

These habitats are temporary
and will eventually disappear.
When felling, leave old trees
standing, as they will not be
used and will make up dead
woacd in the future.

g the number of
ing this common

w3 Management recommendations that can be derived (e.g. for factors A and D)

Spatial continuity
Ensure that this
diversity of species
and Lrge dead trees
is present throughout
the stand and not just







Family events

* Woodland Scavenger Hunt

* Bemusement Woodland Games

* Archery

* Face painting & Kids crafts

* Storytelling & Singing in the woods
* DJ & Balloon making

* Birds of Prey

* Beekeeper

arket Traders selling locally made
crafts, Food stalls and Music.

Location
Eircode - F45 H265
GPS Co-ordinates - 53.780344, - 8.515307

Clonalis
House

[Neo ] Castlerea

Castlebar Roeco -

For updates or information:

» www.facebook.com/westernforestrycoop.ie/
* www.woodlandfestival.ie

* Ring 071-9161458

This is a non-ticketed event,
€10 car parking fee applies.

Please note this is an outdoor event, please
wear suitable clothing and footwear.

Supported by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the
Marine, Western Forestry Co-op and Masonite.

LS

——
Western Forestry Co-op
Your Local Forestry Co-op

Woodland
Festival

Come see the wood
from the trees...

SUNDAY 28TH AUGUST
12noon to 6pm
Clonalis Estate, Castlerea,
Co. Roscommon

The Woodland Festival brought to you by
Western Forestry Co-op is an outdoor rustic
festival that will celebrate all that's good about
trees and woodlands at the Clonalis Estate,

a 700-acre mixed woodland & farmland.

www.woodlandfestival.ie
www.facebook.com/westernforestrycoop.ie/
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Growing Interest amongst forest owners in the benefit of integrative
management

National and European policy Is increasingly promoting close to nature
management for resilience

Need to target resources towards greater stakeholder engagement for
collective learning and ideas sharing

~ocus on fostering, documenting and communicating case studies
orogress

_arge scale programme of developing and maintaining communication
flows between all stakeholders towards new integrated management
systems

Collaborative and adaptive approach: co-creating forest transformation
between practice, research and policy )
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