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Characteristics of Austrian forests

Total Area: 8.38 Mio ha
Forests: 4.02 Mio ha=47,9 %
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117 forest types

(phytosociological level: association)
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azonal and extrazonal zonal vegetation
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Ownership - structure

m Private forests (<200 ha)

m Private forests (>200 ha)
49%

m Jointly owned forests

m Community owned and
other public forests
m State owned forests



Ownership structure - diversity of management
approaches
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Ownership structure - diversity of management
approaches
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Proportions of forest functions and silvicultural
management methods

® Production forest

= Coppice stands

m Forested area whitout a
commercial yield

m Protection forest without
acommercial yield

m Protection forestwith a
commercial yield




srw. Characteristics of Austrian forests

Bundesforschungszentrum fiir Wald

Protective effects of forests — the Forest
Development Plan (WEP)

Waldentwicklungsplan (WEP)

Leitfunktionen

| Nutzfunktion

M Schutzfunktion

M Wohlfahrtsfunktion
" Erholungsfunktion
— Windschutzgirtel

M und F fur Wald
s

WrWw TeamGIS-BFW

Bundesministerium far
Land- und Forstwirtschaft
] 20 40 60 80 100 km Umweit und Wasserwirtschaft
— W——



Characteristics of Austrian Forests

Protective effects of forests

Clear distinction between protective
forests on specific harsh sites (site
protective forests) and ...

... and protective forests
protecting human objects like
settlements, infrastructure (object
protective forests)
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Hazard zone plan
(Gefahrenzonenplan)

No planning in the overlaying forest
itself, but zoning in the underlying

planning-relevant area

Red zone

Yellow zone

Rockfall und landslide risk zones

Reserved zones

Forest-related projects in the

catchment areas

Madlemalp
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Very different

contents (recreation,

forest history etc.)

e.g. Conservation- and
development
measures in
vulnerable FFH-

habitat types

(9410, 9180%, 6430)

BSTERREICHISCHE
BUNDESFORSTE
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Natu ralness - Hemeroby Hemberoby is the reciprocal value of

closeness to nature

° . = 1 ¥ g —“ e > 73 =, A
Carried out in 1992 - 98 NATURALNESS OF AUSTRIAN FORESTS | = forestie olil ot g
Y 1AIPNA-ONY!
The value of naturalness of each stratum is calculated as the median B artificial (alpha-cuhemerob) [} (bet £ 8
of all plots within the stratum. ! altered (beta-euhemerob) o . -
total number of strata: 1090 total number of plots: 4649 L altered (alpha-mesohemerob) B natural (shemerab)

Replication planned in 2010

Feasebility study >
Replication very
difficult

forest area (km?)

artificial . J natural
altered semmatural

Grabherr G., Koch G., Kirchmeir H.,
Reiter K. 1988: Hemerobie
Osterreichischer Walddkosysteme.
Osterreichische Akademie der
V\(/jisienschaften. MaB-Programm -
Bd. 17 N e




Legal framework

Austria - the national frame

 Forestry and Forest
Management

Legislation within the
competence of the
Federal Government

« Nature and Landscape
Conservation

« Hunting

covered by 9 Federal
Provinces

Administration in the responsibility of
provinces and regional authorities

Exception: international agreements,
relevant EC-programmes, e.g. Natura
2000, support of National Parks

- Federal Government
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Legal framework

SFM in Austria — the national frame

Forest law 1852 ,,Reichsforstgesetz” as a basis

Very poor forest condition, degraded forests after overexploitation (forest grazing, large-scale clear-
cutting, plundering)

Forest law 1975
Slight amendments 1977,...,1996 and 2002..., 2023

The Forest Act 1975 is intended to ensure the maintenance of
forest resources and functions while at the same time allowing
sustainable utilization

The Austrian forest law regulats the maintanance and use of
forests in a suststainable way but it is not a nature protection
act !!!



Bundesforschungs- und Ausbildungszentrum
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Austria, 1131 Wien
Seckendorff-Gudent-Weg 8
Tel.: +43 1 878 38-0
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http://www.bfw.ac.at

Foto | Filmstill aus ,See Aural Woeds” (Luma.Launisch & Takamovsky)

n https://www.facebook.com/BundesforschungszentrumWald

u https://twitter.com/bfwald

Tube

https://www.youtube.com/user/Waldforschung
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