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• PRO SILVA is a European federation of foresters who advocate forest 
management based on natural processes.

• PROSILVA promotes forest management strategies which optimise the 
maintenance, conservation and utilisation of forest ecosystems in such 
a way that the ecological and socio-economic functions are sustainable 
and profitable.

We integrate:
• conservation of ecosystems, biodiversity
• protection of soil and climate
• production of timber and other products
• recreation, amenity, and cultural aspects



• More than 6000 members, practitioners dominates
• „Pro Silva is the club of dot-makers“

EDUCATION
• Exemplary Forests  = 100 ha+
• Reference stands ´= 5 ha+
• Training plots – operational data, Martelloscopes
• combinations



EXEMPLARY FORESTS - GERMANY



REFERENCE STANDS - CZECHIA



Forestry is a field that currently 

works with the highest level of 

uncertainty!

How much time do we have to 

change the forests?

40-70 years?
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1 How to adapt current stands?
2 How to manage new forest stands in succession after the calamities?
3 How to connect everything into a functional system on the landscape 

scale?

Three big questions:
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• EXEMPLARY FOREST

• REFERENCE STANDS

• TRAINING PLOTS (incl. 

MARTELOSCOPES)



• the structure of the stand is more important than the species composition for the 

stability of production in the future

• we can not say the composition doesn't matter, but structure is a priority

• we can change the spatial structure faster than the species composition !!!
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In general:

• to plant mixed stands at the level of individual interspecies mixing (does not have the 

same neighbor)

• to plant species with a greater amplitude of light/shade tolerance

• to work with lower number of trees that will have large crowns (they will not be 

suppressed)
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Irregularity – in number of trees per ha, intensity of thinning, patches creation…
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• biodiversity protection and promotion is often adored without economic context
• it can be linked = habitat matrix + spatial diversification of silvicultural models
• uneven-aged silvicultural models can increase increment - partial compensation of the 

loss for the biodiversity matrix
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Production + biodiversity = integration
Triple „R“ concept: reserve – retain - restore

Krumm et Kraus 
eds. 2014



INTEGRATION:
- production
- biodiversity
- landscape scale 
- adaptation to 

climate change





C O N T I N U I T Y       1923-2023

" The form of forests and their resistance and resilience in

difficult challenges, whether it is severe frosts, drought,

climate change, or bark beetle or monk outbreak, are

predetermined by the steps of foresters and the

management of the enterprise decades earlier."

                                    Josef Opletal, 1923



• Pro Silva brings together the most practical foresters in Europe
who have experience with CTNF.

• We can offer more trainings, excursions etc. out of our organization.

• The EU should focus its project and financial support more towards the practical 
transfer of experience than towards politics and science.

• We are ready to work on it!
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