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Why a Forest Risk Facility (FoRISK)? 
“The first half of 2025 was marked by intense wildfire activity in several areas 

around the world. From the temperate zones of Europe to the Korean Peninsula, 
wildfires and the resulting long-distance transport of smoke had significant 

impacts on air quality” (The Copernicus Atmosphere Monitoring Service (CAMS), 
2025)

Date from 
28.08.2025



Forest Risk Facility (FoRISK):
foundation

Reliable knowledge hub

Network connecting national 
and international actors

Fosters cooperation on risks 
based on science



Aims
Key 

platform

• Enhance knowledge 
and practice exchanges 

• Share science-based 
information & 
innovative approaches

Main 
partner

• Connect key 
stakeholders in the risk 
management 
community & policy 
makers

Cross-
sectoral 
network 

• network for policy 
advisors, researchers, 
and experts based on 
long-term funding and 
commitments





• Germany
• Ireland
• Luxemburg
• Czech Republic
• Slovakia
• United Kingdom 
• Switzerland



Nominations: National focal points

Countries

Austria                 Bulgaria Croatia                      Cyprus Czech Republic   Finland

Germany             Hungary  Iceland                       Georgia Ireland          France

Italy                        Latvia Lithuania       Luxembourg Poland              Serbia

Slovakia Slovenia Spain Sweden Switzerland Belgium

Ukraine                 United Kingdom                  EU Commission  



Nominations: Focal points-Observer organizations 

FSC             IUFRO           SILVA Network             SDW               CIFOR-ICRAF    FAO 

International Forestry 
Students' Association (IFSA)

European State Forest 
Association (Eustafor)

Foresters' Association for a 
Green Turkey

Chamber of Forest 
Engineers

United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe 
(UNECE)

Alpine Convention

European Federation of 
Building and Woodworkers

Union of Foresters of 
Southern Europe (USSE)

Confederation of European 
Forest Owners (CEPF)

European Topic Centre on 
Spatial Analysis and 
Synthesis (ETC-UMA) 



Nominations: Expert Groups

Wildfires Windstorms Biotic agents

22 countries 20 countries 22 countries



FoRISK status quo

FoRISK governance 
model 

(to be developed)

Ensure non-
competitive 
funding for 

MTDF  

Disaster risk 
management 

cycle

Wildfire (e.g. 
training 

support)

Biotic 
agents 

Rapid 
Response:  Ad 

hoc support 

IE: 
windstorm 

case

Communication 
and promotion

Event 
engagement

Website and 
SM



Wildfire related activities

FoRISK’s 
contribution 

enabled Ukrainian 
fire experts to join.

FoRISK project with FOEN 
focusing on preventive silviculture 

and fuel management

FoRISK training “Towards an 
Integrated Wildfire Risk 

Management in Iceland” with the 
World Bank Group



Rapid Response: Irish case

Irish Ministry of Agriculture 
requested support

Online meetings with the 
Secretariat & windblow experts

FoRISK Secretariat activated the 
network to fulfil the needs 

- Jointly organised face-to-face 
meeting & workshop

- Support to develop a post-storm 
plan



Rapid Response: Irish case



What is next?

• Adopt Governance rules
• Develop an inclusive Work 

Programme
• Launch of Experts' Group

• Starting early 2026, driving 
collaboration and expertise in 
forest risk management.

• Strategic Presentations
• Showcasing FoRISK’s work at 

key events



Find us & Follow us!

forisk.org

http://www.forisk.org/


Thanks for your attention
secretariat@forisk.org
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